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creasingly  close  arrangements  for  military   and  naval
cooperation.
(3) Although .the Triple Alliance and Triple Entente—
and especially the latter—were tightened up and strength-
ened, there still remained more occasions of friction, dis-
trust, and suspicion within each diplomatic group than is
commonly supposed. This will be seen also in the next
chapter on "Balkan Problems." There was in fact by no
means so much harmony and mutual confidence within the
Triple Alliance as was usually assumed by writers a few
years ago—nor was there so much within the Triple En-
tente as has been assumed by "revisionist" writers more re-
cently. Italy's "extra dance" with France after 1902, and
with Russia after Racconigi in 1909, were the most notable
examples of this kind of domestic unfaithfulness within a
diplomatic group, and continued to be a source of uncer-
tainty and worry on all sides. But Italy's case was merely
an example of what the Triple Entente feared might happen
•within its own circle. France, for instance, was much wor-
ried whenever England entered into confidential negotia-
tions with Germany, as in the Haldane Mission or in the
Bagdad Railway question; or when Russia made with Ger-
many the Potsdam Agreements of 1910-1911, or seemed in-
clined to undertake diplomatic maneuvers in the Balkans
without first fully informing her French ally, as happened
on several occasions. Sir Edward Grey was worried lest
the Entente with Russia concerning the Middle East would
break down, if he did not give her the diplomatic support
which M. Sazonov desired at critical moments, as in the
Liman von Sanders affair—and in July; 1914. When he
made friendly arrangements with Germany in regard to the
Bagdad Railway and the Portuguese colonies, he thought
it prudent to counter-balance them, as it were, by consent-
ing to the desire of his two Entente friends that he should
enter into negotiations for an Anglo-Russian naval con-

